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Richard Wood Rebuttal Proof of Evidence 

 

1. This Rebuttal Proof of Evidence (PoE) should be read in conjunction with my main PoE 

on which I continue to rely. It provides additional evidence on the subject of 20 minute 

neighbourhoods, which are referred to in Mr Wooliscroft’s PoE (CD 15.3) at 

paragraphs 5.2.21, 5.2.22 and 5.2.59.  

 

2. In brief summary, Mr Wooliscroft outlines that the Central Lancashire Local Plan 

Regulation 18 Consultation document from December 2022 (CD 5.1) advocates the 

concept of ’20-minute neighbourhoods’ so that ‘residents can meet their day to day 

needs within a 20 minute walk of their home’. This is covered in Spatial Priority 5 on 

Page 47 of CD 5.1. At 5.2.22 Mr Wooliscroft states that the commentary within CD 5.1 

(2nd paragraph, Page 47) regarding “the 20 minute walk”… “supports the guidance 

referred to within this section of my evidence”. Paragraph 5.2.59 also states that “a 

range of local services are within the distances contained with the IHT guidance 

documents referenced above, i.e. walking distances of 2 kilometres, as well as the 20 

minute walking distance referred to in the recently published Central Lancashire Local 

Plan Regulation 18 document”. 

 

3. The Central Lancashire Local Plan Regulation 18 document does, as set out above, 

refer to 20 minute neighbourhoods as an important concept for the spatial strategy. 

The text set out on page 47 of CD 5.1 is taken from the Town & Country Planning 

Association (TCPA) “20 minute neighbourhood publication” (CD 8.13 - second 

paragraph under 1.1, page 7).  

 

4. The importance/use of the TCPA publication is reinforced by the reference made to 

20 minute neighbourhoods in the Department for Transport’s Transport 

Decarbonisation Plan -  “Decarbonising Transport a Better, Greener Britain, 2021 (CD 

8.14). At page 157 the principles of 20-minute neighbourhoods are promoted and 

reference (171) is made to the TCPA publication  (CD 8.13).  
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5. Page 7 of CD 8.13 provides the explanation included below as to “why 20 minutes”. 

Page 18 of CD 8.13 also states that studies have shown that most people will choose 

to walk only if their destination is less than a mile away, with 800 metres being a 

typical catchment area. 

 

 
 

 
6. The TCPA  guidance indicates that the concept of 20 minute neighbourhoods 

originated in Melbourne Australia. The online publication “All about 20-minute 

neighbourhoods” in the section “How do we measure them” (CD 8.15, page 5) states 

that:  

“Research shows that 20-minutes is the maximum time people are willing to walk to 

meet their daily needs locally. These daily needs may include: 

• local health facilities and services 

• schools 

• supermarkets. 

This 20-minute journey represents an 800 metre walk from home to a destination 

and back again or a 10-minute walk to your destination and 10 minutes back home.” 

 

7. Sustrans provide the following explanation of “ What is a 20 minute 

neighbourhood” (CD 8.16, December 2020, pages 1 & 2): 

“There's a lot of talk about 20-minute neighbourhoods in the UK right now. But what 

are they, and why are they so important for making safer, healthier places to live? 
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Here's everything you need to know. Our goal for cities and towns is for them to be 

places that connect us to each other and what we need. Places where everyone can 

thrive without having to use a car. Centred around boosting quality of life for 

everyone. We think that the best way to do this is to ensure that it is easy for people 

to meet most of their everyday needs by a short, convenient and pleasant 20-minute 

return walk. 10 minutes there, and 10 minutes back.” 

 

8. Sport England’s Active Design Consultation Draft January 2023 also makes reference 

to 20 minute neighbourhoods as follows (CD 8.17, page 13, Principle 2, Walkable 

Communities): 

2.1 Locate facilities, jobs and homes in easy walking distance  

• When planning new neighbourhoods, implement the 20-minute neighbourhood 

principle (or similar), by locating day-to-day facilities such as schools, shops, 

community facilities, open spaces and appropriate sports facilities within 

approximately 800m, or a 10-minute walking radius of all homes for a typical adult 

(10 minutes out, 10 minutes back) 

 

9. City of Edinburgh Council’s vision for 20 minute neighbourhoods (CD 8.18) explains 

that these are places where everyone can meet most of their daily needs within a 

short walk, wheel or cycle from their home with the aim to create places where 

people’s daily needs can be met within a 20-minute round trip. 

Conclusion 

10. As set out above, guidance (including the TCPA guide on which the Central Lancashire 

Local Plan relies) and practice on 20 minute neighbourhoods establishes that for 20 

minute neighbourhoods the 20 minutes represents: 

 

• A round trip - ten minutes ‘there’ and ten minutes ‘back’. 

• An 800m walk from home to a destination. 

• The maximum time that people are willing to walk. 

 

11. The concept of 20 minute neighbourhoods and the commentary in the December 2022 

Central Lancashire Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation document do not therefore 

support a 2km walking distance, as set out by Mr Wooliscroft at PoE paragraph 5.2.59. 


