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COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)
Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the

local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

DETAILS OF THE CASE

Appeal Reference APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

Appeal By MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

Site Address Land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott
Leyland
PR26 8NH
Grid Ref Easting: 350521
Grid Ref Northing: 420854

SENDER DETAILS

Name MISS TRUDI BOND

Address 16 Wray Crescent,
Ulnes Walton, Leyland,
Preston
Lancashire
PR26 8NH
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YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

1) The development goes against the governments promise NOT TO BUILD ON GREEN FIELDS.
2) We have been refused access under the freedom of information act to see other sites that have been
considered for the development due to 'commercial confidentiality'.
3) No other information has been accessible to us as to why the other sites have been rejected.
4) There are much more suitable, sustainable and accessible sites for visitors, deliveries etc., as the
infrastructure is so much more suitable at these other sites. This proposed site is in a VERY RURAL
LOCATION, has very limited bus service and the walk from ANY train station whether it be a new one at
Midge Hall, Leyland or Croston is not sustainable full stop!
5) The MOJ estimate that the volume of traffic will increase by 50%. That would take vehicles going
down, narrow country lanes with nowhere to move to avoid an accident, to over 2.19 MILLION a year!!!
There are no footpaths for cyclists, horse riders or pedestrians to be safe from traffic now, but to
double the quantity of traffic would be ludicrous! Road safety will be severely affected if the traffic were
to double. When Wymott was first built, a footpath was supposed to be done down Ulnes Walton Lane.
The MOJ has STILL not done that and we are DECADES down the line!!!
6) The sheer volume of construction traffic just to build it will be severely impacting nature and
environmentally damaging.
7) The carbon emmisions and pollution will DRASTICALLY increase. The MOJ anticipate staff travelling
from a 40 mile radius. This is not sustainable and the MOJ have admitted they have no mitigations to
be able to reduce the volume of traffic this development would cause.
8) The development would cause the irreversible loss of 75 acres of green belt countryside and all the
nature we have around us!
9) The development would also bring an over bearing, urbanisation to a quiet countryside location with
the perimeter fence, razor wire and intrusive lighting at the bottom of some residential houses, from
the four storey buildings, the reception area, workshops etc.
9) The night time lighting will severely intrude residential houses as will the noise. It's already bad
enough with two prisons making a noise without a third prison adding to it and the other two prisons
are not located right up to residential houses!
10) The few public footpaths we have will be diverted and their value to the nearest amenities will be
majorly compromised.
11) Important wildlife, trees and hedgerows will be lost especially at a time when the world is trying to
be more environmentally aware and respectful to nature. Building in an area more urbanised than this
proposed site will have much less of an impact on nature and wildlife. We have mature OAK TREES
here, along with saplings and it is against the law to fell oak trees and if the development goes ahead,
the MOJ will have to cut down oak trees!
12) Construction work times at HMP FIVE WELLS were changed once building work commenced to
0730-2100 hours Monday to Saturday and 0930-1630hrs on weekends and Bank Holidays! This is
unacceptable and will not only impact the residential houses in the immediate vacinity, but also further
a field in the local area. This is very intrusive and will affect peoples lives causing sleep deprivation,
stress and problems with their physical and mental health!
13) During the building of Garth prison any limitations of noise and disturbance were not adhered to
nor acted upon. If this development were to go ahead, residential houses will be subject to noise, not
only from the prison, but from commercial traffic going into and out from the prison, visitors going in
and out of the prison, we and our children will be subject to having to hear unacceptable language from
both visitors and staff as the reception/front gate to the prison will be at the doorstep of residential
houses. This is not acceptable! I have personally experienced a visitor leaving a beer can behind when
he drove off after urinating in public (which I have on video) and verbally abusing me. I have also
recently been involved in a collision from visitors leaving after visiting hours coming out of the junction
to the prisons onto Moss lane. My friend was driving and the other car did not stop!!! It just turned out
into Moss Lane and straight into the side of my friends car!!! Luckily there were no injuries but there is
and has been for YEARS, an accident waiting to happen with both visitors and staff not adhering to the
road markings and just turning out onto moss lane without looking to see if any cars were coming. This
will DOUBLE the risk of accidents happening as there would be two lots of traffic on the same lane.
Residents of Wymott village have already had numerous close calls with prison traffic. The prisons don't
want to know about it, so it will probably take a more serious accident to make them sit up and listen
to estate residents.
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14) The proposed 500 car park spaces will not be enough as experience from other mega prisons such
as HMP BERWYN as 700 staff can't all fit into 500car Park spaces. The extra vehicles will therefore be
illegally parked down Moss Lane and around Wymott village estate. This happens on a DAILY BASIS
around Wymott and Garth prisons! I am disabled and due to where I live on the estate, cars would
park all around me to walk through the ginnel to the prison. I will not be able to access a taxi, or
patient transport to get me to and from medical appointments etc. I will not be able to walk on
footpaths as cars would have to mount the curb to park down the side of my house, I will be blocked
off from access to my back garden due to cars blocking my access. This will cause undue stress and will
affect my mental health severely. Also, emergency vehicles will have problems accessing the estate in
am emergency as Moss Lane will have cars parked all over the place and this delay could be the
difference between life and death! We had two medical emergencies at the bowling club last year and a
house fire that required eight fire engines plus a ladder vehicle to extinguish it. If this application goes
ahead, illegally parked traffic would cause delays in emergency vehicles accessing the estate and that
could possibly cause an unnecessary death!
14) If this were to go ahead, our immediate location will house ove 30% of the Northwest prison
population a5nd will out number the local area!
15) There will be JUST 10% of local jobs available during construction and even less once it would be
completed. This is unacceptable.
16) The safety of our children in the immediate vacinity will be dramatically affected as parents WOULD
NOT feel safe letting their children play out around the estate with inmates coming and going every
day. The government is trying to fight obesity in children, but that doesn't seem to matter if a prison
were to be built here. These days, it is a rare thing for children to be able to play outside freely and
safely!
The open space here has been a saviour to people during and since covid-19. I know I HAVE TO HAVE
the countryside on my doorstep to help me with my depression,.anxiety and ptsd. Losing such open
space will be seriously damaging to my mental health. I had really bad mental health problems in 2017
and if that open space was not there, I wouldnt be alive!!! At the moment, children are safe to play out
in the streets and surrounding areas. It is just like it was when I was growing up in th and Rufford. It
was safe, open countryside. Children can go out of sight of their house to ▶▶ all that will have a
detrimental affect on those children. They will lose the right to play out and exercise both their body
and mind in safety. Their imagination will be stilted as they would no longer have free space to explore
and build on their mind and imagination. The government wants children to be more active to fight the
obesity crisis and then you are proposing to take it all away, along with their security and safety, with
them probably playing on computers etc., instead of playing outside freely and securely. Having
prisoners going out on day release is effectively halting our children's safety on the estate. Children
should NOT have to live in fear of a prisoner!
3) DRUGS AND DRONES...I have lived on here for over 25years and NOT ONCE have the police gone
door to door asking for our help with the problem. It is so bad that the police DID go door to door last
year asking us for our help and anyone with a video doorbell or cctv to register with them so that they
could access footage if they need to. Just 2yrs ago, there was a young man setting up a drone when he
was spotted and ran off, leaving the drone behind. The MOJ state that this new prison won't have
opening windows and so won't be affecting the drugs problem.......but they will find a way round it,
they always do, ESPECIALLY if prisoners are going out on day release to work!!!
4) Wymott prison is on lockdown at the moment due to lack of staff. It only has 60% staff and
reducing the age that people can join is already causing problems as they don't have the life
experience to deal with all that is involved in being a prison officer or an OSG. Being 18yrs old, a lot of
them will probably just not turn up anymore if they want to leave, as opposed to giving notice, hence
more staff shortages, so I don't know how the MOJ can recruit staff for this new 'Super prison' when
one next door to it is in lockdown due to staff shortages!!! Regardless of how far you recruit from, the
job is not the same as it once was, and new staff get an abrupt awakening to it, don't like it and leave.
5) The job opportunities that the MOJ say will be created during construction are MINIMAL, as only a
predicted 10% of construction jobs will be offered to local trade!!!
6) The night time visual experience would be adversely affected with significant increase in the level of
lighting required. This will be imposing onto residential houses, as will the outer perimeter!!! The
panoramic views from residential houses will be obtrusive and also imposing!!!
7) The air quality will be seriously impacted because of the sheer size and locality of the new prison to
residential houses. The MOJ can't do anything about that. They have ALREADY STATED that there are
no kitigations they can put in place to reduce the amount if traffic, which in turn, will cause increased
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carbon emmissions from construction vehicles and staff traveling to and from work.
8) If this prison is built on the current proposal, locally, we will be housing 30% of the prison
population in the North West. This will result in more prisoners than locals. There are so many other
sites (12) that would be more sustainable, suitable and A LOT EASIER to access and NONE have been
considered by the MOJ, simply because they own the land here. It is being 'shoe horned' around the
residential houses and the other 2 prisons because the rest of the land acquired at the building of
Wymott prison was sold off in the 80's!!!
9) The times of construction work at HMP FIVE WELLS were changed once construction began and this
would mean that the local residents in Wymott village would have to endure construction noise,
reduced air quality, security and safety for the next 4yrs from 0730-2100 Monday to Saturday and
0930-1630 on Sundays and Bank Holidays, possibly even longer because if the appeal is successful,
they will be starting construction already behind schedule due to the original refusal vote from CBC and
now the appeal process.
10) Experience from the building of HMP BERWYN, means that the 500 car park spaces allocated for
staff is not enough, and therefore, will cause parking down Moss Lane and would be a hazard for
children's safety pedestrians, cyclists, horses, cars and other vehicles and would impact the efficiancy
and responding times of emergency services trying to gain access to the estate.
11) The government promised to only build on brown fields and the proposed area is ALL
GREENFIELDS/GREENBELT!!!
12) Public safety on and around the area due to increased traffic will increase greatly. When Wymott
was built, the MOJ were supposed to provide a footpath down Ulnes Walton lane...after two prisons
being built, we STILL DONT HAVE ONE. The sheer increase in traffic will increase risk of accidents for
pedestrians, cyclists, joggers, horse riders etc. And I'm sure if these 13,000 sections of prison are
being delivered to the estate, it will cause major risks to people, wildlife and domestic animals'
surroundings, NOT TO MENTION the amount of traffic affected during the delivery of them!!!
Just to emphasise again on a personal level the affect this proposed development will have on my
mental health. It is ALREADY causing my stress, anxiety, depression to be worse. The prospect of
being, in effect, blocked in with a new prison is stressing me out already! I have a heart problem, high
blood pressure, permanent slipped disc which ruptured when I was 19yrs old and has slipped again, i
have asthma and the air quality will decrease drastically if this development goes ahead. My mental
health is also a major factor in my life and being enclosed by a prison so close to my house and the
entire estate is already threatening to kick off my stress induced stammer. I am getting chest
palpatations again and I NEED open space and greenery around me to help me cope with life on a daily
basis. Hence ....... I DO NOT WANT THIS PRISON HERE!!!
I HOPE YOU TAKE ALL THE OPPOSALS ON BOARD AND SAVE OUR COUNTRYSIDE.
THANK YOU.
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