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The Planning Inspectorate 6 May 2022
Temple Quay House

2 The Square

Temple Quay

Bristol Your Reference:
BS1 6PN APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

RE: Proposed 374 Prison on Land Adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to you regarding the proposal for the construction of a third prison on the land
adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott. The land earmarked for the proposed
development falls within the constituency boundaries of South Ribble, the area that I

represent.

I cannot support the current plans and call upon you to reject the appeal for a third prison in
this configuration. The current plans require significant reform to address poor local

transport infrastructure and an inappropriate access point to the site.

Community Views

Many South Ribble residents immediately contacted me, as their Member of Parliament, to
express their views on the appeal. I conducted a survey, which was available on my website
and distributed by post to a number of residents living in the immediate vicinity of the

development. I have attached a report of the survey findings for your reference.

The overwhelming majority of respondents expressed opposition to the development with
80% stating themselves to be very concerned and highlighting specific concerns about,
increased road congestion, lack of public transport options, road safety, loss of green space

and noise pollution.

Current Plans - Context and Background
The transport links in the surrounding area are not sufficient to support such a large-scale
increase on current traffic volumes, which already create difficulties for neighbouring

communities.
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The proposed site entrance to the South-East on Moss Lane is unsuitable for use due to the

impacts it would have on the wider traffic area. Specifically:

- To the North of the site increased traffic would severely impact local communities
in Leyland such as those around the already very busy Dunkirk Lane.

- To the South of the site traffic flows would pass through key pinch points on poorly
equipped roads. For example, traffic would have to pass through the small town of
Croston where bends in the road are extremely tight, one being at a near ninety-

degree angle.

The current plan’s road proposals present very localised traffic mitigations. The assessment of

traffic implications needs to be wider than just the very nearby roads.

Lack of a public transport or active

Further to this, the only public transport option that is currently available is the 112 bus
service which is currently; using the same roads as described above, one way, hourly and not
available on a Sunday. The lack of appropriate public transport options would mean that
residents would reportedly see an increase of up to 2000 daily journeys to and from the new

prison. This is not sustainable.

The current plan does not do enough to mitigate the impact that the development will

have. The proposal does not adequately consider the transport link deficiencies of the area.

Alternative Proposal
The plan in its current form should be rejected during your assessment. 65% of respondents,
raised concerns about the lack of public transport options and 89% of respondents noted

concerns about increased road traffic, any future plans should seek to address these issues.

This could be done through a different point of road access, ideally from the North-West of
the site which would not direct traffic through unsuitable residential streets. For public
transport options would be much improved by reopening the existing, but closed, Midge Hall

station with pedestrian and cycle access to the North-West of the site.
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Access to the North-West of the site is feasible and would reduce existing as well as future
traffic volumes. The Ministry of Justice owns Ridley Lane located to the North-West, the area
outlined in blue on the survey plan image ( attached ). This access point is reported by the

community to have been used during previous site construction.

To conclude, Chorley council has rejected the plans being considered by you, the local

community survey rejects them, and I reject them.

I hope that you will take this information into consideration, and I look forward to hearing

from you.
With kind regards,
f—‘—‘
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Katherine Fletcher MP

Member of Parliament for South Ribble
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