
7 Pembroke Place


Leyland, PR25 2EH


Dear Sirs,


I wish to register my concerns about the proposed 3rd prison in Ulnes 
Walton.  As a Leyland resident who also regularly travels to Ulnes Walton 
to visit family and friends, walk my dog and cycle I have a number of 
concerns.


I understand the Freedom of Information requests made by the Action 
Group have been refused which I find very disturbing.  Particularly so, 
when it seems the development itself goes against the Government 
Manifesto which promised to build on brownfield sites.   So one does 
become suspicious.   We have precious little areas of green belt left with 
the ever expanding housing developments and to take even more of it to 
develop a significantly increased prison development is not in line with the 
manifesto promise nor does it do anything for the mental health and 
wellbeing of our community.   To be able to access and enjoy rural areas 
within your locale is very important - as the pandemic has taught us all.


As a motorist and a cyclist I travel down Ulnes Walton Lane which leads 
to the development regularly.  My dash cam has borne witness on several 
occasions to traffic speeding, particularly on the tight bends where there 
have been several near misses as cars have approached too quickly and 
drifted onto the wrong side of the road.   As a cyclist to be quite honest 
you take your life in your hands if you travel down the lane at the wrong 
time of the day, particularly as there are no pavements to escape onto 
when vehicles get too close.  In fact for parts of the lane there are deep 
ditches which are no escape at all!   With a significant increase in prison 
traffic from visitors, staff, contractors road safety for our citizens is not 
going to get any better.  Our rural community is already comprised and will 
actually end up being destroyed.  


I note there is a suggestion that the route to the site might be changed 
and to be quite honest I find that even harder to believe.   Access to the 
site from the other side down Cocker Bar Lane is just inconceivable.   The 
narrow winding road is already quite busy without more traffic and if that 
traffic includes larger site delivery and prison transportation vehicles those 
bends will be difficult to negotiate.   So when I compare this site to the 
nearby site at Kirkham which I also understand has been under 
consideration I just cannot believe that the road and transport 
infrastructure in Kirkham is deemed unsuitable yet Ulnes Walton doesn’t.   



Has this just been desktop exercise from afar because anyone who knows 
the two areas will know those two decisions just don’t make sense.


I cannot accept the argument that either from a noise or volume 
perspective, the traffic impact will be minimal.   This just doesn’t stack up 
with fact or logic.   During staff changeovers and visiting times traffic is at 
a peak. Motorists on their familiar commuting route regularly exceed the 
speed limits.  As far as public transport being a viable option that is totally 
unrealistic.   There is limited rail access to Leyland; Chorley is better but 
further away.  It takes two buses to get from both railway stations to the 
site and times are infrequent.  Even if the service was increased it would 
still be two buses so in terms of journey time not likely to be attractive for 
staff or visitors.   


I also find it difficult to accept that the development will bring new jobs to 
local residents.   Prison officers rarely take on posts within their immediate 
locality.  In fact I think MoJ state they usually recruit up to 40 miles away.  
That’s not going to benefit South Ribble or Chorley.  Even during site 
construction I believe the figures to be highly skewed when they mention 
jobs for the community.   Large elements of the development will be 
manufactured elsewhere in the country and as has been evidenced at 
Wells it did not result in significant jobs for local people. 


I have concerns about the number of car park spaces that are identified 
as being necessary.  At HMP Berwyn 500 spaces where identified for a 
staff complement of over 700 and this proved to be inadequate and is not 
likely to be any different at Ulnes Walton.  If this goes ahead it will result in 
illegal parking - this will be particularly inconvenient for those residents 
living in Wymott Village and as for pedestrians, cyclists and normal 
community transport it will not be a welcome development. 


I present these objections in the hope that this is not a futile exercise and 
decisions haven’t already been made.


Yours faithfully


Elaine Fitchie


