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COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)
Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the

local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

DETAILS OF THE CASE

Appeal Reference APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

Appeal By MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

Site Address Land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott
Leyland
PR26 8NH
Grid Ref Easting: 350521
Grid Ref Northing: 420854

SENDER DETAILS

Name MRS MONICA CUSSENS

Address Flag Lane End Farmhouse Runshaw Lane
Euxton
CHORLEY
PR7 6EY

ABOUT YOUR COMMENTS

In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?

Appellant

Agent
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Land Owner

Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

Final Comments

Proof of Evidence

Statement

Statement of Common Ground

Interested Party/Person Correspondence
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YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

I object to this further development of the prison estate in Ulnes Walton for the following reasons:

1. Traffic issues:
I live on a dangerous junction between Runshaw Lane and Flag Lane, Euxton. Flag Lane is a single
track lane, not wide enough for 2 vehicles to pass, with a passing point half way along it's length and
deep ditches at points. This leads to Leyland Lane and across to Holker Lane, another narrow lane with
deep ditches and a farming contractors depot with huge agricultural vehicles coming and going at all
hours. Holker Lane meets Ulnes Walton Lane at the site of a narrow bridge. I explain this route because
it is the most direct route for vehicles coming from the M6, M61 and M65 and it is used daily as a rat
run to all points west of Leyland including the prison site. This has been so despite Flag Lane having
signage denoting "not suitable for motor vehicles". I have lived at this property for almost 27 years and
the sign was there long before I came here and the sign has increasingly and routinely been ignored
and is not policed. Traffic increases noticeably at prison shift change times and I expect this would
increase hugely if recruitment for the proposed new prison brought additional staff from a 40 mile
radius. Suffice to say that the roads surrounding the proposed site are just not suitable for the increase
in traffic which would happen at both construction and operational stages if the prison was to go ahead.
In addition, public transport to the site is extremely limited thus maximising use of personal vehicles
with the accompanying pollution. It also limits the pool of potential recruits to those able to use
personal transport and goes against the move to greener modes of transport.

2. Green Belt and Countryside
This is a green belt site and should not be used for this type of concrete block facility before ALL brown
field urban sites have been considered. It is not clear that any other sites have been considered in
making this application. Having made application to extend my own property in the past I am well
aware of the severe limitations applied to the planning decision despite no objections and within a 1
acre site which I own outright - the reason being entirely because I am in the Green Belt. So these
limitations should also apply to a public body.
I am also concerned about additional light pollution should the appeal be successful. Although I live 2
or 3 miles from the prison site I do see light pollution at night from the prison direction. Whilst this has
no significant impact at the distance I live from the site it must be a major concern for those living
closer. We are all far more aware these days of the impact to health of disturbance in sleep patterns
and this level of light pollution must have detrimental effects to both human health and the wildlife of
the area.

In short, I believe that, rather than pursuing this appeal the applicant should be encouraged to seek a
more suitable and sustainable site and spread the "load" of the prison estate away from the
countryside of Ulnes Walton and west Lancashire and place it closer to urbanised areas where the
infrastructure required to support such a development may well already be in place and be far more
suitable.
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