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The Planning Inspectorate

COMMENTS ON CASE (Online Version)
Please note that comments about this case need to be made within the timetable. This can be found in the notification letter sent by the

local planning authority or the start date letter. Comments submitted after the deadline may be considered invalid and returned to
sender.

Appeal Reference: APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

DETAILS OF THE CASE

Appeal Reference APP/D2320/W/22/3295556

Appeal By MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

Site Address Land adjacent to HMP Garth and HMP Wymott
Leyland
PR26 8NH
Grid Ref Easting: 350521
Grid Ref Northing: 420854

SENDER DETAILS

Name MRS LYNETTE MORRISSEY

Address Glover House Ulnes Walton Lane
LEYLAND
PR26 8LT

ABOUT YOUR COMMENTS

In what capacity do you wish to make representations on this case?

Appellant

Agent

Interested Party / Person

Land Owner

Rule 6 (6)

What kind of representation are you making?

Final Comments

Proof of Evidence

Statement

Statement of Common Ground

Interested Party/Person Correspondence

Other
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YOUR COMMENTS ON THE CASE

Traffic and accessibility

During the 38 years I have lived in Ulnes Walton Lane, the volume of traffic has increased substantially,
the majority of which is associated with the two existing prisons. The current levels already impact on
the lives of residents and it has been an issue which the community has repeatedly raised with elected
representatives at all levels. The Ministry of Justice anticipate a third prison will result in a 50%
increase in traffic volumes and have admitted there is nothing they can do to mitigate that increase in
any meaningful way but, nonetheless, have chosen to proceed with this proposal.

Whilst the speed limit along Ulnes Walton Lane is currently 40mph, this is not enforced and is largely
ignored by motorists. Two SPIDs installed earlier this year have had no effect on drivers’ behaviour
and, as I write this objection, a vehicle has passed my double-width driveway in a blur - not the first
one today!

The MoJ’s proposed traffic calming in the Dunkirk/Slater Lane area will only serve to cause traffic
congestion close to St James’ Primary School and frustrate drivers who will simply endeavour to make
up lost time by disregarding the speed limits.

The accident statistics quoted in the planning application and by Lancashire County Council are not
accurate. Outside my property alone, there have been three accidents, two of which were reported to
the Police. One vehicle made its way at speed from the opposite side of the road into my front garden,
demolishing the wall on its way. Two other vehicles have ended up in the ditch opposite my house,
one of which demolished the telegraph pole which it took BT ten days to repair and meant I was
without a landline or broadband connection for that time. The mobile signal is weak and had I suffered
a medical emergency during the night, I would have had to drive half-a-mile down the road to get a
reliable signal. During the time I was nursing my late husband at home, this could have had fatal
consequences.

In addition to the inaccurate number of reported accidents, there are countless incidents of collisions
and near misses which are not reported to the Police. Just recently I narrowly missed a head-on
collision when a speeding motorist decided to overtake a parked tractor and trailer despite the fact that
there was an oncoming vehicle. Fortunately, having only moments earlier exited my driveway some
200m away, I was not travelling at the speed limit and was able to stop. Had I been travelling at
40mph, there could easily have been a double fatality!

This site is not accessible by public transport. To reach it by the hourly bus service from the centre of
Leyland just three miles away takes 50 minutes. The nearest railway station is two miles away at
Croston, a 45 minute walk away along unlit and unadopted roads and a public footpath through a
woodland area - hardly suitable for visitors with young children or for use by anyone during the dark
winter months.

Noise and disturbance

The impact of a 50% increase in the volume of vehicle journeys generated by a new prison of this size
does not solely relate to the operation of the different junctions but also to the danger, noise and
disturbance caused along the entire length of Ulnes Walton Lane and the impact this has on the lives of
the residents. It’s not just one isolated vehicle passing by, it is a constant stream that generates noise
which disturbs the peace and quiet of the rural countryside for two hours in the early morning and
again in the late afternoon/early evening. This has the effect of confining residents to their homes.
It’s not even safe to walk to the postbox! When I tried to do this one day last summer, I almost ended
up in the ditch five times in a distance of 400m - and this was outside the peak periods! I no longer
walk or cycle along the Lane before 0900hrs or after 1500hrs.

The noise levels outside my property range from birdsong at a peaceful 50-55dB through to an average
of 75dB (peaking at 88dB) when traffic is passing, rendering it impossible to hold a conversation on my
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doorstep or in my garden. No noise surveys have been carried out along the length of Ulnes Walton
Lane, demonstrating a lack of concern or understanding of the current impacts of two prisons, let alone
a third! My alarm clock has been rendered redundant as it is the noise of the traffic which now disturbs
my sleep every morning.

This is an unacceptable development in the Green Belt of a small rural community, especially as there
are more suitable and sustainable MoJ-owned sites available in NW England.

Page 3 of 3


